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Birds Connect Seattle comment re: the Magnuson Park Pickleball Development Project
Provided verbally to the Board of Parks and Recreation Commissioners on October 24, 2024 by Jean Trent

Hello Commissioners,
 
My name is Jean Trent.  I’m here on behalf of Birds Connect Seattle, formerly known as Seattle Audubon. We are a local environmental conservation organization with more than 13,000 supporters.
 
In 2024, community science volunteers from our organization spent more than 900 hours in Seattle parks, where we counted 31,000 birds from 134 different species.
 
Because we spend so much time in them, we see how important our parks are to birds and people. And we see how changes in our parks can significantly impact the wildlife that live there. 
 
That’s why we’re concerned about plans like the massive pickleball court development project at Magnuson Park, directly adjacent to the wetlands. The city spent millions of dollars to build these wetlands, improve habitat, and to provide accessible pathways for people to experience urban nature. Adding 25 lighted pickleball courts at this site would degrade the habitat values and nature experience our parks department invested so heavily in.
 
We will follow up with more specific concerns and information on this project and will be looking forward to collaborating with this commission and others, to ensure we’re supporting a thriving environment at our parks. 
 
Thank you for your service to our city.
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